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Today’s daf consists mostly of Aggadic teachings, starting
with stories of the legendary humility and patience of 55n.
First, the Gemara recounts the famous story of someone who
made a bet of four hundred zuz if he could successfully
provoke Hillel and cause him to lose his temper. After
several unsuccessful attempts to provoke Hillel by testing
his patience with trivial questions, the man finally gave up
and scolded Hillel - brazenly telling him that he caused him a
loss of four hundered zuz!

Hillel replied:
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One should always be careful to keep calm in all situations,
and it is worth someone losing 400 zuz on his account, and
even another 400 zuz and Hillel will not be provoked.

The Gemara then recounts three stories where Hillel's great
patience was instrumental in the conversion of three gentiles:
One of the stories is the famous incident of a gentile who said
he was ready to convert on the condition that he be taught the
entire Torah while standing on one foot.

While Shamai pushed him away with a yardstick, Hillel
accepted his challenge and told him that all he has to know is:

TP RS 77309 10 HY -
That which is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow.

T2 51 I JTRILAD AMIA DI RN -

This, explained Hillel, is in effect the entire Torah. The rest is
merely an elaboration on this point, which you will eventu-
ally learn.

The Gemara relates another two similar stories, and
concludes by saying that the three protagonists of these three
stories once met and after exchanging stories they declared:
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Shamai’s harshness almost banished us from entering the
Jewish nation, whereas Hillel’s humility and patience
brought us under the wings of Hashem.
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The Gemara then turns its attention to the topic of oW X7

- literally fear of Heaven, which means fear of Hashem: D7 p)

Resh Lakish expounds on the posuk in Yehshaya - Dw DN-]

PIRIR K7 DV NIRY NYTI NNIN MY’ JOIN PNY NIOR P 1 .
The six words at the beginning of the posuk refer to the nww ﬂg'ﬂﬂn i
71wn 170 - the six orders of the Mishneh, as follows. 2 jbnb
DOV 70 7T NIBR

TV ITO T PNV 3 ‘tb'ﬂ“:
DWIITO M O

PRMITTO M I 4) mbyips
DWTP 70 7 NN

mInvATO Mt NYM 5 ﬂ’::h

The posuk then concludes 173X X7 DWA NRY - 6 ﬂb*“
The fear of Hashem is his storehouse, meaning that yiraas

shomayim is the most important thing in the eyes of Hashem N N mipE MmN
- more than the study of Mishneh, for the yiras shomayim is
what will preserve the Torah.

for it will preserve the Torah

. Similarly, Rava says that when a person ultimately comes
before the Heavenly court, he is asked 6 questions, which N29
also correspond to the above mentioned 6 words. When a person ultimately comes
-1- PR NN NRW3 - which corresponds to nimr before the Heavenly court
Have you conducted your business matters faithfully? he’s asked 6 ques‘tions
-2- 7Mn> onY nyap which corresponds to Y
Have you set fixed times for learning Torah? 1) SEaN w
-3- 2 7192 npoy which corresponds to jon.
Have you engaged in procreation? 2 Tnb
-4- Y ox which corresponds to myw» 3 ';W':
Did you hope for Moshiach?
-5- 7moma nboYs which corresponds to non 4) myips
Did you delve into wisdom? manp
-6- 927 i1 727 M2 which corresponds to nyT.
Did you learn Torah and understand one thing from it
another? PN No¥ mi e

Nevertheless, the Heavenly court concludes with own R R The Heavenly court concludes
RY,RY ORI, PR IRIN R - ]’N -IWINND Dwn NN
If fear of Hashem was this person’s storehouse he will merit

favorable judgment. Otherwise, he will not merit favorable Ns - Nb N
judgment.
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Rava continues that one who studies Torah but lacks yiras

shomayim is compared to one who stored a lot of wheat but N29

failed to put in a small amount of chumtin as a preservative. )

The wheat will spoil and he will have nothing to show for his muiie Stormg Wheat
efforts. In fact, the owner in such a case declares that it would

have been better had the wheat not been stored in the first DR 7UD]H
place!” DnHw a preservative
The Gemara next gives two analogies of one who learns 7710

but lacks o'W MR, It would have been better
-1-Ttis as if he has the key to the inner chamber but does not had the wheat not been stored
have the key to the outer chamber. This analogy indicates in theﬁl‘Si' place!

that one must have Yiras Shomayim BEFORE he can
acquire Torah.

Key to the
-2- He is like someone who builds a gate of a courtyard n‘nﬂ I i‘/ -
before he has acquired the courtyard. This analogy indicates L dmbe
that Torah LEADS to Yiras Shomayim. N
This is explained based on a Rashi in Maseches Yoma 2"p 97 S%?D Kﬂ’}/ to the
2"y, that one must have initial ©»w NRY in order to acquire Outer Chamber
7m0, which will then lead to higher levels of o»w nx. ) )

One must have oW NRY
O BEFORE
he can acquire 0

Builds a gate

ann of a courtyard

IR Acquiri
quiring
onw the courtyard

N
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The Gemara goes on to explain a posuk in Kohelles:
72797 YwIn SR - do not be exceedingly wicked. Shlomo

HaMelech obviously does mean to say that it's acceptable to B
be somewhat evil, for this is certainly not true! Rather, hﬂ""ﬂ bwhﬂﬂ N

Shlomo HaMelech means to say that a person who commit- D o0 1ot b@ excee d i n gl y ZUi C] (@d

ted some sins should not despair and continue to do more
sins, thinking that it no longer matters.

A person who
committed some sins
should not despair
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The Gemara now returns to the Mishnah at the end of dafv”>
27

1910929019 °01 727 - R’ Yosi exempts him in all of the above
cases,

DNO AWV RITW *301 12NN 11 7N - except in the case of the

wick, because he’s making charcoal. O'l’le ZU]’ 10 ex tl‘ﬂgll lSl 16S o lfl 7’7'1],7
R’ Yose says that someone who extinguishes a light to save f or the p urpos e Oﬁ"

the lamp or the oil is exempt from a chattos, but if he does so . .
to save the wick, he is Chayiv. Savi ng the Sa omg
The Gemara offers two explanations of this distinction. L am { ] 1€

Ullah says that R' Y ose exempts one who puts out the flame to conserve oil or O s l
because the act of extinguishing a fire is considered 5751 - a destructive act 1
- and as a general rule, one is exempt for a melacha that is destructive.
Now, generally 2701705 nin 5p 57900 - one is liable for a destructive act that
is done for the purpose of improvement - such as M35 nn by o
destroying an existing house for the purpose of building another house.
However, R’ Yose holds that 5 nn by mo is Chayiv ONLY when itis at”v
for the sake of rebuilding "mpn1’ - in the same place. Thus, even though
one who extinguishes a flame to save the oil is really doing so for a
constructive purpose - in order to use the oil later, he is nevertheless exempt,
. since it is not being done mipma mia> ni Hy - it is not being extinguished for
the purpose of re-kindling in the same place.

PN NOW 1P

However, when one puts out the flame for the purpose of saving the wick; it
is considered a case of w11 M35 NN HY IO - as though the destruction is
for the purpose of rebuilding in the same place. Therefore, R’ Yose holds
that one is chayiv in that case. Although, such a melachah is a nyNw 7985
7om9 "% - a melachah not performed for its intended purpose - since the
extinguishing is not being done for its own sake, but merely to save the wick
- R Yose follows R’ Y ehudah who holds that one is chayiv for nyRw maxm
7OM0 18,

Saving the Saving
the

The Gemara concludes, however, that the wording of the
Mishnah indicates that the correct understanding of R’

Yose's position is as R’ Yochanan explains: Ym” -

R’ Yose exempts one who puts out the flame in order to spare

the oil, because it is a 1915 1373 1rRW 7ORS and R’ Yose 5193 NB,‘}
holds like R’ Shimon that one is potur for a 71378 rRw 728ON JPPOY 137277 PIRY
7ow>. And the reason R’ Yose says that one is Chayiv in the nD ’73 n ’Nw

case where the flame was extinguished for the sake of the nD’Z
wick, is because
JPPOY N2727% PIZW N> Noa ko7 - we are discussing a case nD1 Zb n:?jgw
where the wick was lit in the first place only to singe it, to
make it easier to be lit in the future. In such a case, the
extinguishing is considered a 7191 1233w 19ROH since the

. purpose of lighting and extinguishing it is to improve the
wick.
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